
HALL OF FAME Martial Artist, Geologist,  Writer, Public S peaker & 

Artist  Moves to Gilbert, Arizona  

Soke (grandmaster) W. Dan Hausel, world head of Seiyo No Shorin-Ryu Karate Kobudo Kai, 

plans to operate his hombu (headquarters) in Gilbert, Arizona. Soke Hausel began his lifelong 

study of martial arts in 1964. Thirty-five years later, he was appointed Grandmaster of Seiyo No 

Shorin-Ryu Karate Kobudo Kai in September 1999 by Soke R. Sacharnoski of the Zen Kokusai 

Soke Budo/Bugei Renmei.  

 

With legitimate certifications in 18 martial arts, several black belt ranks & the highest rank 

attainable in Okinawa Karate; Hausel continues to train everyday in martial arts incorporating 

pragmatic techniques from a variety of arts. His ranks are certified by a number of organizations 

including Juko Kai International, Zen Kokusai Soke Budo/Bugei Renmei & the World 

Organizer of Martial Arts. He feels that the greatest influence on his style of martial arts has been Soke R. 

Sacharnoski, Soke Mas Oyama and Kyoju Gichin Funakoshi. 

 
Soke Hausel (L) demonstrates kata bunkai from Pinan Nidan on Shihan-Dai 

Kevin Vance, 4th dan.  

Soke Hausel taught martial arts at the University of Utah, 

University of New Mexico and University of Wyoming over the 

past 4 decades, and as a result, many of his more than 3000 

students are now productive members of society ï he feels that 

his students are his greatest achievements. His black belts include 

chemists, engineers, geologists, astrophysicists, pharmacists, 

computer programmers, linguists, teachers, professors, etc. 

According to Hausel, martial arts stimulate a personôs drive and 

emphasize self-respect, self-esteem & respect for others.  

 

 

He has been awarded several international honors including 2004 Instructor of the Year, 2003 International 

Grandmaster of the Year, 2002 Grandmaster of the Year & 2001 International Instructor of the Year. His lifelong 

accomplishments led to induction into 14 Halls of Fame, Whoôs Who in the World, Whoôs Who in the 21st Century, 

Men of Achievement, 1996 Man of the Year & 1997 International Man of the 

Year and several others.  

 
Traditions & respect are emphasized in Seiyo Shorin-Ryu Karate. Kate Lehman, Nidan, receives 

award from Soke Hausel at the University of Wyoming.   

 

 

Soke Hausel posses with students at regional self-defense clinic taught at the University of Wyoming in 2006.      
 

Soke Hausel is the only known person to have been inducted into two Halls of Fame in the 

same month for two different professions. In 2001, he was inducted into the National Rock 

Hound & Lapidary Hall of Fame. His work as a geologist was honored and his work in 

educating the public in geosciences resulted in the presentation of the Education Award.  In 

the same month, he was also inducted into the North American Black Belt Hall of Fame as 

the International Instructor of the year based on his accomplishments while teaching at the 



University of Wyoming and also at several affiliated schools around the country. He retired from the University 

early in 2007. 

 

 

In addition to training in traditional karate, jujutsu, and various samurai arts, special clinics sponsored by Soke Hausel at the University of 

Wyoming brought in top martial artists including Dai-Soke R. Sacharnoski of Juko Kai International for a special 1996 Kijutsu Clinic, and 

Sensei Tadashi Yamashita for a Shorin-Ryu clinic in 2003. Sensei Yamashita sits near center of front row, Soke Hausel sits two to his right. 

 

 

Since his youth, he has had a difficult time concentrating on just one 

discipline and carried this personality trait throughout his life.  He was often 

disciplined in school for not paying attention ï simply because he was bored 

and often day-dreamed. But using this personality trait to his benefit, he has 

been able to become one of the top martial artists, geologists, public speakers, 

prospectors, authors and artists in his field. He is now considered as the most 

productive employee in the history of the Geological Survey at the University 

of Wyoming, where he mapped several hundred square miles of geological 

terrain, authored numerous papers, became a well-known public speaker and 

found dozens of precious metal and gemstone deposits. 

 

He found some of the largest colored gemstones on earth including the largest 

iolite gemstone ever found with a weight of more than 24,500 carats, but also 

found others that remain in place estimated to weigh more than 5 million 

carats. He discovered more than 50 diamond deposits, found a previously 

unknown gold district along with dozens of gold deposits, found a palladium-

nickel deposit as well as one of the largest opal deposits in North America, 

found peridot, ruby, sapphire and other gemstones: simply Google his name 

to find out more.  

 
 

Soke Hausel (geologist) stands on boulder filled with kyanite and sapphire gemstones at Grizzly Creek, Wyoming.   

 

For his work in the geological sciences, he was awarded national and international 

awards. He became so successful that at least one international company was created 

just to follow up on some of his exploration concepts for diamond deposits around 

the world. The Wyoming Geological Association presented him with their highest 

honor - the 2004 Distinguished Service Award. He was also presented the American 

Association of Petroleum Geologists Presidentôs Award and International 

Biographical Centreôs Archimedesôs Award of Geological Sciences, and was 

inducted in Marquis Whoôs Who in Science and Engineering as well as in the 

International Biographical Centreôs 2000 Outstanding Scientists of the 20th Century.   

 

During his geology career, he was twice nominated for the Dibble Mapping Award. 

He loved the details of geological mapping and his maps became a work of art ï so 

much so that one of his colleagues suggested he try sketching. Due to this suggestion, 


